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The application of mathematics to the physical world was rather more problematic for the Greeks than it is for us. I shall here
be concerned not with the achievements of the Greeks in this line, which are generally well known, but with the underlying
conditions, the philosophical and cultural assumptions which tended to encourage or to inhibit the endeavour.

Relevant issues include the compartmentalization of knowledge, debate over the desirability and possibility of abstraction, and
the widespread doubt that we can have true knowledge of the changeable.


