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Patronage and Laplace’s Early Career.

Pierre Simon Laplace arrived in Paris in 1769 and immediately made the acquaintance of one of the most powerful mathematical
figures in France, Jean Le Rond d’Alembert. Through mathematical ability and this powerful patron, Laplace was able to quickly
obtain employment and even membership in the Academy of Science. In this talk I will investigate Laplace’s early career and
how the memoir “Sur le principe de la gravitation universelle et sur les inégalités séculaire des planètes qui en dépendent”
demonstrates how his academic career was shaped with the help of the leading figures of the day.
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