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Title of Proposal

Deadline September 30

Parents as Participants in Mathematics

Contact
information

Name

John Grant McLoughlin

The one person and place to
communicate with the
applicant(s).

E-mail

johngm@unb.ca

Telephone (506) 453-4792
Fax

506 453-4792

Institution or department to administer grant funds
Name

Faculty of Education

Address

University of New Brunswick

Contact

Lisa Mackenzie

PO BOX 4400

E-mail

lkay@unb.ca

Fredericton, NB

Telephone

(506) 452-6017

E3B 5A3

Fax

506 453-4792

Summary

Less than 100 words

Total amount requested in this competition $

One of the obstacles to mathematical development is the sense of disconnect experienced by many parents, a significant number of whom
are wishing to learn more about mathematics. This project is designed to bring parents into mathematical workshops in an effort to
engage them in discussion and learning of mathematics. Specifically there are three guiding objectives: to broaden and deepen awareness
of mathematics including aspects of beauty; to offer an avenue for parents to discuss mathematics education with an intention of being
better able to actively support their own children; and to engage parents in some mathematical activities themselves.
These activities will take place in partnership with community groups, schools, and the university.

Applicants

Put any specific information on the relevant experience or expertise of an applicant in "Other".

Name(s)

John Grant McLoughlin

E-mail

johngm@unb.ca

Position

Professor

Employer

University of New Brunswick

Address

Faculty of Education
UNB
PO Box 4400
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Fredericton, NB
E3B 5A3

CMS
Member #
Current
grants

006172
CMS Competitions Grant

What you propose to do

at most 40 lines

The proposal is straight forward with an understanding that the funds are being requested to primarily support
mathematical activities and events involving parents. It is expected that these activities would take place in New
Brunswick, though if practical a single event may be held in another location. Specifically there are three forms of
activities that would be included as a minimum. (It may be that another form emerges out of one of these.) These
activities are outlined here.
i) Workshops on Mathematics and Mathematics Education
The focus of such workshops would be dual in that there would be activities or teaching ideas shared related to the
mathematics being encountered by children (any grade level though more likely K-9) in schools. The intent is to
enhance awareness of the math to the parents, while also offering parents a space for discussing concerns/seeking
clarifications about mathematics. The audience would be somewhat predefined (as in those parents in a housing
community or the parents in a particular school).
ii) Community-based events
Such events would include mathematics in the library or an evening family math event in a school, for example. The
idea would be to engage parents in mathematical activities alongside of their children. The public libraries, community
groups (e.g. Multicultural Centre), and schools are all open to such activities.
iii) Public Talks/Efforts independent of any particular group
Public talks will be directed to topics of interest to parents, with an understanding that the audience is not specifically
one community organization or school community, but rather a broader base. In addition to talks, it is hoped that media
can be incorporated into such an initiative.
This is a pilot project that is likely to be supported and ideally built upon by the participating community members. An
aspect of the project is a desire to empower parents as participants in mathematics education while opening up greater
discussion around mathematics, including its beauty.
Supplemental benefits may extend to the development of a resource at the conclusion of the project, though that will
largely depend upon whether such an idea emerges in conjunction with the interests of parents. Further, encouragement
will be given to the participating community groups to source and/or access resources that may be recommended for
building upon any momentum generated in the activities. It is also quite feasible that the activities designed in this
initiative will be a springboard to something more happening in future.
The funding provisions requested here, if received, would enable a minimum of 2 of each of the described activities to
take place in 2014. (That is, two workshops, two community events, and two talks.)

Budget
Description

Use Tab key to navigate
Revenue
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Resources and Outreach Funds (AARMS/UNB)

450

CMS Endowment Grant requested 2000
Total Revenue $ 2450
Expenses
Events (6 x $200)

1200

Outreach Facilitator

750

Mathematical Resources

500

John McLoughlin

Total Expenses $ 2450

Other

Funding, partners, revenue potential, information on applicants such as publications or awards, at most 20 lines.

The funding will be supported through in-kind contributions of UNB and any community groups through provisions of spaces at no cost,
along with the use of mathematical resources from UNB for the purpose of the workshops. In addition, an application has been made for
outreach funds from AARMS, a portion of which would support community-based initiatives.
The funds requested here are based on an allocation of $200 for each of six events. This would encompass travel costs and any incidental
costs for the events. It is probable that some events will cost more and others less. Any costs incurred by volunteers will be covered.
Communication and follow-up are critical to making these efforts more valuable, and hence, funds are being allotted for an outreach
facilitator. This person would attend the events (in addition to me being present) and assist with organization and related matters. The
amount of $750 is being allotted with the idea of basically an honoraria of $125/event as a guide. Mathematical resources will be
acquired and/or printed as needed to support the events. It is expected that the community events will entail acquisition of additional
materials, in particular. The application here is for $2000 with an understanding that the balance of funds will be provided through
alternate support of participating partners, and as necessary,AARMS outreach support or UNB in kind contributions. For example, the
libraries may provide printing costs for posters and materials at community events. An allocation of $2000 would enable this to go fully
forward at this point, as well as making community support more viable given this base funding.
The applicant brings forth a strong background as a recipient of the Adrien Pouliot Award with an extensive background in outreach,
mathematics education, and publications (particularly for broader community audiences ranging from teachers to the general public).
The efforts are likely to be supported, as needed, by volunteers from the (prospective) teachers in the area.
Any efforts will be shared with the CMS community and publicly discussed through appropriate channels ranging from articles to media.
For instance, math outreach has been shared locally with teachers and through media including local CBC television news features.

Project start date  

January 1, 2014

Finish date  

December 2014
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