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Losing games has proved far more difficult than winning. However, the complexities of misère play are not quite as impenetrable
as was once feared decades ago. Recent work has directed attention towards the study of what is called a universe; a set
of games exhibiting various closure properties. Dead-ending universes are particularly amenable to analysis, and we present
related results on the structure of the monoid of Left dead-ends. We also discuss constructions of the universal closures of
some well-known rulesets, including Domineering and Hackenbush.
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